HISTORY OF THE EXCURSION ALBERT PERRY BRIGHAM
ON the evening of August 21, 1912, there was gathered at dinner at the Harvard University Club in New York City a somewhat unusual company. Of those present, forty-three were European geographers, representing thirteen different countries. There were also present about a dozen Americans, and all were making the beginnings of acquaintance and friendship which in many cases will be lifelong. The occasion of the excursion, soon to begin, was the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of the foundation of the American Geographical Society of New York and the completion on upper Broadway of its splendid new building. After sixty years of effort in the field of geography, the Society had entered a home worthy of its purposes and its membership, a building spacious, beautiful and enduring.
It was fitting that such a consummation should be celebrated by a unique event in the history of geography. From the first, the organization and direction of the excursion were in the hands of Professor William Morris Davis of Harvard University, in whose vision the possibilities of such an excursion had for years been taking form. He entered into the opportunity with characteristic ardor and unremitting labor. His knowledge of his own country enabled him to lay out the itinerary and to effect the detailed local organization which day by day was the marvel of both the European members and his fellow-workers at home. Railroads, universities, chambers of commerce, university clubs, newspapers, scientific societies, government departments and industrial organizations were all brought into glad cooperation. A useful guide to the physical geography of the regions to be seen was prepared by the Director and presented to each member of the excursion by Messrs. Ginn and Company of Boston. In answer to the invitation extended by the American Geographical Society to the geographical societies of